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Dear Friends, 

What a joy it is to share this issue of 
CGWM Newsletter with you! God loves us 
so much he sent his Son to redeem us from 
our sins. He loves us so much that he 
doesn’t want us to merely escape the pit of 
hell but to be a part of his family and have 
an abundant life! Jesus showed us how to 
live, how to love God with our whole being 
and how to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
The last challenge Jesus gave to his follow-
ers was to “Go and make disciples.” Some-
one’s last words to us are often the most 
important words they will speak. 

“Go and make disciples.” Are you making 
disciples?  How are you doing that? There 
are many ways we are able to make disci-
ples. In the church, we often think of    
Sunday School, Bible study or a small 
group as the place where discipleship hap-
pens. How did Jesus make disciples? He 
invited others to join him in life. He taught 
them along the way through the circum-
stances that arose. Is there someone God 
has been prodding you to invest in? I    
challenge you to seek God for whom he 
would have you to invite into your life so 
that you can disciple them in their relation-
ship with Christ. No matter how mature we 
become in our faith, there is always room 
to grow. I challenge you to ask God if there 
is someone you should ask to disciple you. 

For those of us who have children, it is our 
first priority to disciple them. It is so very 
important that parents understand that 
God has given them, not the church, this 
responsibility. Parents, your children need 
you to teach them the Word of God and to 
live your life in a way that honors and re-

flects God’s character. You are the exam-
ple your children will more than likely 
imitate. The church can help in the disci-
ple-making process, but it is the parents’ 
responsibility to teach them to obey eve-
ry command God has given. 

I believe we disciple others without even 
knowing it. When we have a heart full of 
gratitude to God for the grace and mercy 
he has given us, our love for God flows 
from our being. People can see the 
grace, mercy and love that we have for 
others. They can see we love God with 
our whole being. Even in a short conver-
sation, they leave being encouraged. 
They can see that our good works are an 
act of worship not an obligation. 

On the flip side, a young girl that I was 
discipling asked me, “Why don’t people 
sing in the worship service?” Just as   
people notice God’s love flowing through 
you, they notice when it isn’t. Are you 
coming to church out of obligation or 
habit, not necessarily to worship God? At 
home, what do your children hear you 
say about your church family? Are you a 
disciple of Christ that you would want 
others to imitate? 

I pray that as you read you will be both 
challenged and encouraged. I also pray  
that you will become more intentional 
about being his disciple and discipling 
others. Be bold and take the next step! 
God is going to be with you as you do!  

Growing together, 

Judy Nolt  

CGWM Director 
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Therefore go and 

make disciples of     

all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the 

name of the Father 

and of the Son 

and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teach-

ing them to obey 

everything I have 

commanded you.        
──Matthew 28:18-20a (NIV) 



Making Disciples 
Linda Draper 

John is one of my favorite books in 
the Bible and John 15 is a favorite 
chapter (along with another 40-50 
favorites!). Actually, God opens my 
eyes to needed Scripture as he un-
covers new areas he wants to ad-
dress in my life. John 15 is one of 
those he keeps bringing back to help 
me grow in him. 

God also leads me to authors whose 
words feed my soul. A.W. Tozer, an 
old-time author, leads me into new 
awareness of who God is and who 
he makes me to be and continue 
becoming. Tozer gets right to the 
point: “What comes into our minds 
when we think about God, is the 
most important thing about us.” 
Regardless of what I think I believe 
about God, that impression will 
overshadow every thought and deci-
sion I make. 

A contemporary author, William 
Young, tells me something founda-
tional about my relationship to this 
God. In Young’s novel, a man is 
struggling with his image of God. 
God speaks directly to the root of 
the issue: “Trust is the fruit of a rela-
tionship in which you know you are 
loved. Because you don’t know that 
I love you, you can’t trust me.” 

Once again, John 15 comes to my 
aid about whether God loves me. 
Jesus said to his disciples, “I have 
loved you even as the Father has 

loved me. Remain in my love” (v 9 
NLT). But how did the Father love 
Jesus? Matthew clearly illuminates 
that matchless love of the Trinity. At 
Jesus’ baptism, he “came up immedi-
ately from the water…the heavens 
were opened…and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and 
alighting upon him. And suddenly a 
voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased’” (Matthew 3:16-17 NKJV). 

Matthew clearly tells us that the Fa-
ther loved Jesus and was well-pleased 
with him. In turn, Jesus tells us clearly 
in John 15:9 that he loves us even as 
the Father loved him. William Young 
insists that we must know/experi-
ence that God loves us before we will 
trust him. Tozer’s right: how we think 
about God is the most important 
thing about us. 

Ladies, do you want to grow in your 
relationship with Christ? Do you want 
to move from a hope so relationship 
to an increasing intimacy with God? 
Then continually ask God to help you 
believe Jesus’ words: “I have loved 
you even as the Father has loved me. 
Remain in my love.” 

As you spend time with Jesus, reciting 
the truths about his deep, irreversible 
love for you, God will continually 
speak his love into your heart. He will 
gently and persistently remind you of 
his love for you as an individual. He’ll 
even give you the courage to person-
alize Matt. 3:17 as: “This is my be-
loved daughter [insert your own 
name], in whom I am well pleased.” 
That’s a truth Jesus came to teach 
each of us. Jesus wants us to be rock-
solid on the foundation of his love for 
us as individuals. Being loved by God 
will empower us to love him in return 
and also love others. Loving others 
will provide opportunities to share 
that contagious love and reality in 
discipleship.  

Page 2 

“I have loved you 

even as the Father 

has loved me. 

Remain in my love”  
─John 15:9 

The atmosphere in the gym is thick 
with anticipation and suspense. It is 
the 4th quarter, 10 seconds on the 
clock with the home team down by 
2. The coach calls a time-out and 
yells, “Huddle up!” 

Can you relate to the situation I just 
described or perhaps the feeling it 
evokes? It has been awhile, but 
growing up I played a variety of team 
sports. Maybe you did too. Or maybe 
you are a fan of football or basket-
ball and have seen those times when 
the players gather round to discuss 
strategy. In sports it is called a hud-
dle. As defined by Webster, a huddle 
is to draw (oneself) together; to 
wrap oneself closely in; to gather in a 
close-packed group. 

Paul used athletic and battle imagery 
in his letters—possibly because it 
was an image the people could re-
late to. The Church in America has a 
rich history, but somewhere along 
the way we have lost this imagery 
and the urgency that time is running 
out. The Churches of God Women’s 
Ministries Networking Team has 
been diligent in their efforts this past 
year to evaluate and move forward 
in a way that better encourages and 
equips women to live boldly for God. 
One of the ways they are doing this 
is by utilizing the tools of 3DM, such 
as huddle. 

So, what is a huddle? According to 
Mike Breen, “A huddle is: a place for 
leaders to receive investment, train-
ing, imitation and accountability (in 
other words…discipleship!). Here’s 
the big thing to note on this one: It is 
for current and/or future leaders. 
The people accepting an invitation 
into a huddle should know they are 
expected to lead something (and 

Huddle Up! 
Becky Smith 

Continued on page 3... 
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maybe they already are, but if they 
aren’t, the expectation is that they will 
start leading something). This is the 
principle at work: If you disciple lead-
ers in how to disciple people, everyone 
in your community will be discipled. 
Why? Because you’re instilling in your 
leaders the Great Commission princi-
ple that “every disciple disciples oth-
ers.” Generally speaking, a huddle 
meets for an hour per week for a year. 

We are meant to live in community 
with other believers, encouraging and 
equipping one another to be like Jesus 
and do what Jesus did. The Bible is the 
authority, but I believe God gifts his 
people to teach and help one another 
on our journey in Christ. The purpose 
of these huddles and the tools they 
provide is to draw us together for the 
sake of our Lord, to know him and to 
make him known. This is what five of 
us have been doing this past year, and 
what we hope to continue to do with 
ladies throughout the denomination. 

From my personal experience, I can 
tell you that I have benefited in three 
ways. First, I have connected with five 
godly women, who encourage me to 
pursue the woman God created me to 
be and to offer me the support of their 
friendship. Second, the Lord has used 
it to lead me through the discovery of 
how he has wired me and given me 
the words to explain it. Third, I am 
learning how to grow in my weak    
areas and put mission into practice in 
my everyday life. 

Here’s what some of the other ladies 
are saying about their experience: 
The CGWM Director, Judy Nolt says, 
“Being a part of a huddle has helped 
me to see how God has uniquely cre-
ated me for the purpose of building 
his Kingdom. It has also challenged 
me to get out into my community to 
make connections with unbelievers 
in order to build relationships that 
will open doors of opportunity to 
share Christ with them. I have gained 
tools that have helped me to be a 
better leader and disciple-maker for 
our Lord Jesus. It has been such an 
encouragement to learn and grow 
with five of my sisters in Christ.” 

Nancy Scott, CGWM Treasurer, says, 
“As a follower of Christ, I want to live 
boldly for him: loving God and my 
neighbor, following in obedience, 
stepping out in faith, looking after 
the orphan and widow, and training 
others to do the same. Sometimes I 
feel like I lack the skills and/or confi-
dence to follow through. This is 
where our huddle has been so bene-
ficial. We are a group of 5 ladies plus 
a leader who meet weekly for an 

hour. This time is for building rela-
tionships, learning and processing 
together, praying for one another 
and seeking the Lord's will. Huddle is 
equipping us with some new tools to 
not only become better followers of 
Christ, but also teaching us how to 
train others to do the same. The hud-
dle process has been strengthening 
our relationships and drawing out 
and expanding the leadership quali-
ties in all of us. I would recommend a 
huddle to anyone; you might be sur-
prised what God has in store for 
you!” 

As Director of The Flourish Confer-
ence, Lynn Kaufman shared this 
about her huddle experience: “As we 
live our lives, we sometimes discover 
we’re in a rut and we want to break 
free—to be unleashed. Huddle has 
provided me the chance to see my-
self and Christianity thru the different 
eyes of my fellow huddlees, the lead-
er, and the Lord. These ladies have 
offered me accountability thru our 
friendships, challenged me to grow in 
my leadership skills, and pushed me 

We are meant to live in 
community with other 
believers, encouraging 

and equipping one 
another to be like Jesus 
and do what Jesus did.  

Cross Cultural Ministries (30%)                                                                      $4,363.00 
 CC 2831 – Kenya Ministries                                          $2,363.00 

 CC 2835 – Dominican Republic church planting fund           $1,000.00 

 CC 2822 – Mexico church planting fund             $1,000.00 
Winebrenner Theological Seminary (20%)                                                               $2,909.00                       
         Student Aid for women 
Transformational Ministries (17%)                                                                            $2,473.00 
         Uptick – leadership development track for 23-32 year olds 
General Conference Admin. Office (10%)                                                                $1,454.00 
          New data management/accounting software               
Church Planting (10%)                                                                                                 $1,454.00  
           Church Plant in Pittsburgh and Church Planting Internship 
Denominational Communications (7%)                                                                    $1,018.00 

 Security software for blog and web site 

 Equipment purchases and upgrades 

 University of Findlay (5%)                                                                                              $727.00 
           Campus Ministries 
Archives/Museum (1%)                                                                                                   $146.44 
            Binding  

     Total                                      $14,544.44                                                                    

2018 Thank Offering Disbursement 

Continued on page 4…. 
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Uptick: Unlearning to Understand 
Pastor Heather N. Boss, WRC 

Less than a year ago if you had asked 
me what discipleship was, I would 
have given you a typical 
“Christianese” response. It would 
have sounded like this, ‘Discipleship 
means to pray the prayer of salvation 
with someone and hope they come 
to church; or it means to go to anoth-
er country and share the Gospel with 
the poor and needy.’ Sounds pretty 
familiar, right? But what if I told you 
the way we have been taught about 
discipleship, might not be the way 
that Jesus intended us to learn it?  

In March 2018, I had the privilege to 
join and participate in a Leadership 
Training Huddle called Uptick. Uptick 
is for leaders, and emerging leaders, 
who are 23 to 32 years of age, and 
who have a heart for the Gospel and 
living On Mission. This huddle is led 
by Pastor Brandon Kelly, the Director 
of Transformational Ministries at the 
National Office. Participants are cho-
sen from across the United States 
and are brought together via video 
conference call to begin to “unlearn” 
what we think we know about disci-
pleship. Together we process and 
discuss what we are learning, while 
diving deep into what biblical disci-

pleship should truly look like.  

One of the first books that we read 
and discussed was The Celtic Way 
of Evangelism. George G. Hunter III, 
the author, states on page 8, “There 
is no shortcut to understanding the 
people. When you understand the 
people, you often know what to say 
and do and how. When the people 
know that the Christians understand 
them, they infer that maybe Christi-
anity’s High God understands them 
too.” This passage impressed on my 
heart so intently that it is still fresh 
in my mind nearly nine months lat-
er. How can we truly believe that 
we can disciple someone without 
building, and maintaining, a person-
al relationship with them? Disciple-
ship is meant to be lived togeth-
er─life on life.  

Now, all these months later, my 
definition of discipleship and the 
way I think about “making” disciples 
has radically changed! I now under-
stand that in order to advance the 
Kingdom of God we must begin to 
invite pre-believers into our every-
day real, and sometimes raw, lives. 
We cause others to become disci-
ples by simply showing them what it 
means to live like one. 

to do more than I could imagine. Per-
haps the most important component 
for me has been the exposure to other 
female leaders that aren’t in the more 
traditional roles of church Leaders (Ex. 
Female Sn. Pastor, Youth Pastor,    
Children’s Pastor, Music Minister, etc.) 
but are very much female leaders in 
his Kingdom. Gaining access to differ-
ent resources and networking with 
new female leaders has been invalua-
ble. Lastly, huddle continually reminds 
us of God’s priority for the lost, the 
least, the last and the lonely and con-
stantly calls us to play a part in his re-
demption of souls.” 

Is this something that interests you? Is 
the Spirit moving in you as you read 
this? If you think God might be calling 
you to join a huddle, check out 
www.3dmstand for more information 
and contact Judy Nolt through the 
website www.womenforgod.org. 
“Let’s see how inventive we can be in 
encouraging love and helping out, not 
avoiding worshiping together as some 
do but spurring each other on, espe-
cially as we see the big Day approach-
ing.” (The Message; Hebrews 10:24-
25) Go Team! 

Continued from page 3…. 

Huddle Up!  

If you would like to 
know more about 

Uptick, how to 
participate, or how to 
donate, please contact 
Pastor Brandon Kelly at 

brandon@cggc.org.  

http://www.womenforgod.org/
mailto:brandon@cggc.org
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Blazing the Path 

of Discipleship 
Tammie Gitt 

 Thankfully, those who have gone 
before have marked the trail with 
splotches of paint on the side of 
trees. If you get to an open clear-
ing, look for the next few markings 
and you will be on your way. 

 The path of our faith has also been 
marked by those who have gone 
before us. It’s not as obvious, per-
haps, as white paint on the dark 
bark of a tree. It’s as subtle as a 
Bible that doesn’t gather dust; as 
quiet as a prayer before dinner. Or, 
it can be marked in huge, God-
glorifying ways as we see in the 
lives of ancient God-chasers like 
David, Abraham, Peter and Paul or 
their more contemporary counter-
parts—William Wilberforce, Hud-
son Taylor, D.L. Moody, Oswald 
Chambers, Mother Theresa, or Billy 
Graham. 

 But the trailblazers with the most 
lasting effect are the ones closest 
to home. I think of my Grammy, 
who recently went home to be 
with the Lord she loved and 
served. I would not be doing any of 

No one whose hope is in you 
will ever be put to shame, 

but they will be put to shame 
who are treacherous without excuse. 

Show me your ways, O LORD,  
teach me your paths; 

guide me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are God my Savior, and my 

hope is in you all day long. 

—Psalm 25:3-5 

Sometimes when you are on a lonely 
trail the path before you is clear. It 
can be narrow and treacherous, but 
well-defined by rocks or well-trod 
dirt. It could also be wide and flat, but 
offer a clear route through the thick 
of trees on a Pennsylvania mountain-
side. 

Other times, though, the path is indis-
tinguishable from its surroundings. It 
can be narrow—too narrow to rightly 
be considered a path—and cause you 
to wonder if you have gone the 
wrong way. Sometimes it can be so 
wide and flat that you can’t tell if 
you’re on the path or have reached 
some sort of clearing. Either way, you 
aren’t sure which direction you 
should go to continue on the hike. 

the ministry I do today without her 
support and example. 

 Or, I think of Donna, the pastor’s wife 
of the church I attended as an awk-
ward middle-schooler and teen. She 
saw something in that quiet kid and 
was the first to encourage me to seri-
ously study the Bible as a quizzer. 
Sometimes I wonder if she knows 
what she unleashed. 

 Then there are the many, many     
people in my home church who en-
courage me, teach me, lead me and 
follow me. They all have made their 
mark in my life. 

 Yet, even their path was marked by 

One who went before—the One who 
was and is and is to come, the only 
One whose path offers the only 
course through our dark, fallen 
world. 

 Who has helped you to grow in 
your spiritual life? 

 How has it made a difference? 

 

Show me 

your ways, O 

LORD,  

teach me 

your paths. 
 

Psalm 25: 4 (NIV) 
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A Bit of History 
Sally Green, GLC 

This gave them a proportionate 
representation on its Board of 
Missions. While this action auto-
matically brought to a close the 
work of the WGMS, it did not end 
the work of the women; it simply 
transferred their official relation 
to the General Eldership, where, 
as members of its Board of Mis-
sions along with the men they 
have their share in the manage-
ment of our missionary work, both 
at home and abroad.” 

Grace Pierson, from the Altoona, 
PA Church, learned that women in 
another denomination received 
over two and a half million dollars 
for missions by using Thank Offer-
ings. A voice spoke to her saying, 
“You could do something just like 
this for the women of the Church-

By 1895, the WGMS (Women’s 
General Missionary Society) decid-
ed to support Clara Landes, minister 
of the Iowa Eldership, who dedicat-
ed herself to foreign mission work 
in India and was on the field in 
Ulubaria, Howrah District. By 1898 
she was joined by missionaries Miss 
Viola Hershey and Rev. and Mrs. 
A.C. Bowers. 

S.G. Yahn, D.D., in his History of the 
Churches of God in North America, 
wrote in 1926: “The women were 
chiefly instrumental in the promo-
tion of our foreign missionary work 
from its beginning and at a General 
Eldership of 1921 were admitted as 
delegates to the General Eldership. 

CGWM is funded by donations.  To donate please make check out to CGGC with WM1800 in the memo and 
send to:      Churches of God General Conference, P.O. Box 926, Findlay, OH 45839 

REMEMBERING THE 
PAST GIVES POWER TO 

THE PRESENT. 

If you or your women's group have not been a part of Thank Offering in 
the past and would like to, all you need to do is get a container and start 
thanking God for the many blessings he gives to you each day.  Look for 
our reminders to send in your offerings in April.  We are better together!   

Thank Offering Barrels can be purchased from The Corner Store Christian 
Bookstore , 1004 Doubling Gap Road, Newville, PA 17241, 717-776-4336, 
or email at cornerstore@embarqmail.com  

es of God!” Grace believed this was 
a way to “raise money for our girls 
(mission staff) across the seas.” 

In her tenth anniversary address to 
WCSC (Women's Christian Service 
Council), Grace said, “I realize now 
after ten years that God did not call 
me to this work just ten years ago 
(in 1953), but actually in 1941 when 
I attended my first session of Gen-
eral Eldership at Alverton, Pennsyl-
vania.” 

http://www.womenforgod.org/
mailto:cgwmsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:Nanjscott@comcast.net
mailto:womenforgodcgwm@gmail.com
mailto:cornerstore@embarqmail.com

